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came   out of   prison   after eighteen   months   as 1876-85.
hardened a Ritualist as ever.   He had accomplished Mr. Green'
his  object so  far as  to   prove that the  Publicrelease
Worship Act, administered by Lord Penzance, was
at once odious and futile.    Nothing was ever heard
of him again.

The great Archbishop who had introduced the
measure was now drawing to the close of his
career. Although his name will always be associ-
ated with the Public Worship Bill, the Public
Worship Act was Lord Shaftesbury's rather than
his. Archbishop Tait had little sympathy with
High Churchmen. But he was before all things
a Christian, and desired to leave a message of peace.
At his request Mr. Gladstone had appointed a
Royal Commission on the Ecclesiastical Courts, M
which at least furnished the Bishops with an18
excuse for suspending further prosecutions. Mr.
Green was neither in his diocese nor in his
province. With Mr. Mackonochie, on the other M
hand, he had been as Bishop of London upon5Sitejn
friendly terms, and he now made a last effort to
extricate him. from the meshes of the law by
promoting his transference from St. Alban's,
Holborn, to St. Peter's, London Docks. It was
difficult. For Mr. Mackonochie, though a Christian
gentleman, was a stubborn man. When he yielded
he signified his consent to the proposal in remark-
able words. "I accept," he wrote, "the line of
action which your Grace has indicated simply in
deference to you as the supreme representative of
our Lord Christ in all things spiritual in this land,
and not as withdrawing anything which I have said
or done in regard to the State Courts."1 So far
as Mr. Mackonochie himself was concerned, the
Archbishop's eirenicon came too late. His liability
was personal, not local; it followed him wherever

1 Life of Archbishop Tait, ii. 478.